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The current situation
 Culture war 
 Decreasing social and political interest in climate issues 
 Emissions still increasing 
 Obstacles to renewables
 Role of the oil industry
 Magical thinking
 Current climate consequences
Mainstream science 
 Observations
 Modeling
 Projections
 Perceived consequences for latter 21st century
Conclusion: the disconnect





This “climate change”, it’s 
the biggest con job ever 
perpetrated on the 
world…



Economic progress must not be sacrificed for sustainability

Pieter Elbers
CEO, Indigo



CURRENT SITUATION: THE CULTURE WAR 



Fall 2012



RIGHT-WING



“Climate change is the wrapper around 
Marxism. You have Marxism at its core 
and you have climate change on the 
exterior. Climate change activism…. we 
call it a Trojan horse.”

Charlie Kirk
Yale Climate Connections



….the agenda for climate action is part of a socialist plot to undermine the 
American way of life. 

August 5, 2019



LEFT-WING

SOCIAL JUSTICE

CLIMATE 
CHANGE



The environmental and health consequences of 
climate change, which disproportionately affect 
low-income countries and poor people in high-
income countries, profoundly affect human 
rights and social justice.



The Guardian
October 4, 2020



The Guardian
2013



CURRENT SITUATION:
DECLINING INTEREST IN CLIMATE MITIGATION





The Guardian
December 21, 2025



March 10, 2025



Hedgeweek



October 28, 2025



June 30, 2026



Economic progress must not be sacrificed for sustainability

Pieter Elbers
CEO, Indigo



August 1`, 2025



RIGHT-WING CELEBRATION



Financial Post



National Post



OIL COMPANY 
CELEBRATIONS



June 11, 2025

(Jody Freeman, Obama 
climate change 
counselor)LEFT-WING 

PESSIMISM





But climate politics is in undeniable withdrawal, and far from ushering in a new era of 
cooperative global solidarity, Paris has given way to something much more old-
fashioned: an atavistic age of competition, renewed rivalry and the increasingly naked 
logic of national self-interest, on energy and warming as with everything else. 

New York Times Magazine
September 16, 2025



Woods argued that big oil is 
not primarily responsible 
for the climate crisis.
The real issue, Woods said, 
is that the clean-energy 
transition may prove too 
expensive for consumers’ 
liking

The Guardian
March 4, 2024



It may be that people are ‘cool’ and far-sighted when they express their intentions, but when engaging in 
behaviour they are influenced by the ‘hot’ emotional system, which sensitizes them to its short-term 
costs (money, effort)

Temporal discounting… the tendency to devalue outcomes that occur in the future relative to those that 
occur immediately

Experimental evidence shows that people are less likely to choose a pro-environmental option when the
non-environmental option is associated with greater financial benefit, takes less of their time and 
involves less effort

Humans are embedded in social and cultural groups and these group contexts have a powerful influence 
on intentions and behavior

Structural features such as convenience, affordability and reliability play a central role in shaping 
whether climate-friendly intentions translate into action. 

“Climate-friendly intentions often fail to translate into action”

May13, 2026



Will things change soon enough? Not on today’s trajectory. 
Worse, the politics, always difficult, have become even more 
so: people just do not want to pay the price of decarbonising
the economy.

July 2, 2024



When policies focused on economic growth confront policies focused 
on emissions reductions, it is economic growth that will win out every 
time.

June 2022





More Canadians now say economic growth should 
be a bigger priority in Canada's energy policy than 
protecting the environment, a new Angus Reid 
Institute report suggests.

The pollster released a report Monday indicating 
61 per cent of Canadians now see economic 
growth as the biggest priority in energy policy.
That's a shift in public opinion since seven years 
ago, when the same question had 55 per cent of 
Canadians saying the environment should be the 
top priority in energy policy.

The Canadian Press
May 11, 2026









DATA CENTERS
 AIR CONDITIONING
             WARS
 DEVELOPING NATIONS
 POPULATION INCREASE
 

CURRENT SITUATION:
INCREASING ENERGY DEMAND AND OIL/GAS 
PRODUCTION →  INCREASING EMISSIONS



2024



Energy Institute
2025



The Guardian
November 13, 2024



https://ageoftransformation.org/dear-white-environmentalists-a-fossil-fuel-phase-out-is-not-enough/



DATA CENTERS



INCREASING 
USE OF AIR 
CONDITIONING



WAR



EnergyNow.ca

ASPIRATIONS 
OF 
DEVELOPING 
NATIONS



INCREASING 
POPULATION



World Energy Outlook 2025
April 2025

NO SIGNIFICANT DECREASE IN FOSSIL FUEL DEMAND 
COMING SOON 



ENVIRONMENTALISTS

INSUFFICIENT GRID

CONSERVATIVE POLITICIANS



CURRENT SITUATION:
ROLE OF THE OIL INDUSTRY

1. Responsible for climate change because they produce oil? 

2. Figured out climate consequences of fossil fuel consumption in the 70’s, but 
kept that in-house and downplayed the connection for decades thereafter?

3. Have helped block climate action by contributing large donations to denial 
think-tanks and to conservative politicians?



CURRENT SITUATION:
ROLE OF THE OIL INDUSTRY

1. Responsible for climate change because they produce oil? 

2. Figured out climate consequences of fossil fuel consumption in the 70’s, but 
kept that in-house and downplayed the connection for decades thereafter?

1. Have helped block climate action by contributing large donations to denial 
think-tanks and to conservative, anti-regulation politicians?

NO “Consumption creates the motive for production”

YES

YES



CURRENT SITUATION: 
MAGICAL THINKING/END RUNS

BY LEFT, RIGHT, GOVERNMENTS, OIL INDUSTRY, BUSINESS IN GENERAL



https://carbonremoval.ca/decoding-climate-
solutions/#:~:text=As%20Nicole%20Kelner's%20illustration%20above,dioxide%20from%20a%20point%20source.

= carbon sequestration

CCS, CDR, SOLAR GEO-ENGINEERING



Influential organisations, including the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC), describe CCS as “critical” for cutting emissions from key sectors – and for helping 
to avoid dangerous global warming.





Back in 2007, the Alberta and federal governments established a task force on 
carbon capture and storage (CCS) as a way of reducing emissions from oil, gas, 
and energy operations. That led to a report in 2008 that said: “CCS is seen as a 
technological solution that allows Canada to continue to increase its energy 
production while reducing (carbon dioxide) emissions from these activities. “



The record of CCS project development is 
overwhelmingly one of failure.



The Guardian
July 29, 2024



March 26, 2026



Interview with The Intelligencer, September 2019Science journal:  
“the world’s 
foremost thinker on 
energy”

Mark my words, there will be no massive 
sequestration of carbon…..Simply on the 
matter of scale, carbon sequestration is 
simply dead on arrival.

Vaclav Smil



Solar geo-
engineering

Fawzy et all, 2020



Roads buckling
Railroad tracks buckling
 European rivers drying up
Shutdown of European nuclear power plants
3 lions die in Tokyo zoo
3 million chickens die in France
Beehives melting in Arizona
Monkeys collapsing, bats dropping dead in India
Burns on people falling to ground in Arizona
Passengers on departing Las Vegas flight pass out
Soda cans explode on SW Airlines flight
10,000 “excess deaths” in European heat wave
Pteropods (snails) dissolving in southern oceans
14 of 200 inhabited islands of Maldives now below SL
Summers smoky in Canada; health being affected
Smoke blamed for 24,000 U.S. deaths per year
AMOC (including Gulf Stream) weakening
Declining productivity of wheat, rice, soybean, maize
Lyme disease rising in Canada
Dengue fever rising in world
Some insurance companies have pulled out of CA, FL
World now expecting $~450 billion/yr in losses from natural disasters
Canada lost half a year of economic growth in 2025

CURRENT SITUATION: 
CLIMATE-CHANGE 
CONSEQUENCES 
ALREADY FELT

“We are now living in the 
future that climate 
scientists have been 
warning us about for more 
than half a century.”
 --John Valliant
NYT October 12, 2026



SCIENCE: OBSERVATIONS



A few degrees of mean annual temperature change = big deal

Difference in global 
mean temperature 
between glacial period 
and interglacial period 
(e.g., now):

4°C
Annan and Hargreaves, 2013

6°C
Tierney et al., 2020

SIGNIFICANCE OF A FEW DEGREES OF CHANGE





Copernicus Climate Pulse



WATER VAPOR

State of the Climate
American Meteorological Society
August 2026



SCIENCE: VIABILITY OF MODELING



Phys.org





Realclimate.org
(GISS/NASA)



SCIENCE: PROJECTIONS



June 2024





IPCC AR6



INITIAL CMIP 7 TEMPERATURE PROJECTIONS

2100: 2.9°

2150: 3.5°



ANALYZED CONSEQUENCES FOR LATTER 21ST        
CENTURY
• Sydney and Melbourne: days above 50° C “regular occurrence”
• $1.5 trillion in U.S. home values obliterated
• More desertion of insurers → ruin of some homeowners → less tax revenue
• “The damage at 3°C will be so great that governments will be unable to provide financial bailouts”  

(Allianz)
• “States and enterprises will not have enough funds to compensate for the global losses that will 

accrue” (Spier et al. 2012)
•  Impact on human health: $12.5 trillion in economic losses by 2050 (World Economic Forum)
• $2.1 trillion cumulative cost of wildfires in Canada by 2100 (at 3-4° warming)
• 14-32% of macroscopic species (incl. 3-6 million animal/plant species) lost in next 50 years
• Possible drop in suitable crops in half of global croplands at 2° warming
• 200 million people drop below high tide line by 2100
• 15-34% drop in GDP at 3° warming (BCG, U of Cambridge)
• Humans forced out of equatorial regions at 4° warming



CONCLUSION



We, you and I, the people now active, 
are making the most consequential 
decisions in the entire history of the 
human race.

Stewart Weart



August 1, 2025



Without a broader consensus on climate change in the United 
States, Americans and people around the globe will be unable 
to formulate effective social, political, and economic solutions 
to the changing circumstances of our planet.



July 2, 2024



Our results highlight a severe threat to the 
safety of young generations and call for drastic 
emission reductions to safeguard their future.

October 2021



July 2, 2024



severe threat to 
the safety of young 
generations 

the welfare of future 
human beings is close 
to irrelevant

Climate change, according to....



www.demotivationalposters.org/facebookview.php?id=46959
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